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Research and development 
funding, By the numbers
Government and industry are the biggest funders of 
research, basic and otherwise. Here is how science 
funding in the US and European Union has shaped 
up in the past two and a half decades.

Where the  R&D funding went (2008)

Where the R&D funding CAME FROM

Industry 73%

Industry 64%

US

EU

Academia 13%

Academia 23%

Government 10%

Government 12%

Nonprofits 4%

Nonprofits 1%

...and the percentage to defense (2008)
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10%   
of funding went 
to defense 
research and 
development in the EU

58%   
of funding went 
to defense research 
and development 
in the US


